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within a shell which isolates him, and which grows ever
thicker and denser with the exercise of his trained powers.
The Will of the Magician is ever strong, but the Will of the
White Magician is strong with the strength of life, flexible at
need, rigid at need, ever assimilating to the great Will, the
Law of the universe. The Will of the Black Magician has
the strength of iron, pointing ever to the personal end,
and it strikes against the great Will, and sooner or later
must shiver itself into pieces against it. It is the peril of
Black Magic against which the student of occultism is guarded
by the law which forbids him to use his occult powers for
himself ; for though no man is a Black Magician who does
not deliberately erect his personal Will against the great
Law, it is well to recognize the essence of Black Magic and
to check the very beginnings of evil. Just as it was said
above that the saint harmonizing the forces of disharmony
within himself is truly the White Magician, so is he the Black
Magician who uses for his own gain all the forces he has
acquired by knowledge, turns them to the service of his own
separateness, and increases the disharmony of the world by
his selfish graspings, while seeking to preserve harmony in
his own vehicles.

5. ENTERING INTO PEACE

When the Self has grown so indifferent to the vehicles in
which he dwells that their vibrations can no longer affect him ;

when he can use them for any purpose ; when his vision has
become perfectly clear; when the vehicles offer no opposition,